
Partners for Affordable Energy is a coalition of Minnesota businesses, organizations, associations and individuals interested in policies that create affordable and reliable energy. Some of these include the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, Minnesota Forest Industries, Iron Mining Association of 
Minnesota, Printing Industry of Minnesota, Minnesota Agri-Growth Council, the Minnesota Association of Co-ops, Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative, Minnesota Grocers Association, Minnesota Beverage Association, the Midwest Food Processors Association, Central Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency, Northern Municipal Power Agency, Minnesota Rural Electric Association, Minnesota Utility Investors, Dairyland Power Cooperative, the North Dakota lignite mining industry, and individual utility companies. 

National emissions will increase at least 49 percent by 2050 (relative to 2010) even with a successful 
cap-and-trade policy in this region.

a 17 percent increase in electricity prices by 2015 and 

$575 more each year

a net loss of an estimated 21,000 jobs

Minnesota households to collectively decrease discretionary spending by 
a total of $2 billion per year.

will increase the cost of producing power, which will leave a significant gap between Minnesota’s demand for 
a steady supply of power and the availability of electricity from affordable, reliable sources. 

energy sources.

available today. 

technology to continue production of baseload 
sources. 

Minnesota’s existing energy policies, coupled with a potential regional cap-and-trade policy, would result in significant 

negative economic consequences for Minnesota’s economy. Meanwhile, national CO
2
 emissions continue to rise. 
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Findings are from an economic analysis 
conducted by CRA International in the fall of 
2008. The economic model was based on 
elements of Minnesota’s Next Generation Energy 
Act of 2007. The emissions cap in this Act was 
modeled to cover carbon emissions in the five 
states included in the Midwest Greenhouse Gas 
Accord (MN, WI, IA, IL, KS) except Michigan. A 
detailed description of the model and assumptions 
are included in the full report that can be found at 
www.poweringourlives.com.


